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Marching Towards a Smoke-free Rural India

Editorial
As per recent studies, over
two-thirds of rural India uses
solid biomass for cooking,
having harmful effects on both
the health and the
environment. The availability
of clean cooking fuel is a major
challenge for rural poor
households in the country.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on this Labour Day,
launched Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), a
`8,000 crore project for

distributing free Liquid
Petroleum Gas (LPG)
connections to 5 crore Below
Poverty Line (BPL) families
over the next three years. The
Governor of Uttar Pradesh,
Shri Ram Naik, the Minister of
State for Petroleum and
Natural Gas (Independent
Charge), Dharmendra
Pradhan, the Union Minister
for Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Kalraj Mishra, the
Minister of State for Railways,

Manoj Sinha were also seen.
The ambitious `8,000 crore
scheme will partly be funded
using the money saved from
1.13 crore cooking gas users
voluntarily giving up their
subsidies through PM’s ‘Give
It Up’ initiative.
Oil Marketing Companies,
upon receiving new
applications under the
direction of the Government of
India will release L P G
connection to unique

permanent BPL women
residents of India who have
reached the age of 18 years.
The beneﬁciaries will be
veriﬁed as per Socioeconomic
Caste Census SECC-2011
(Rural) database; preference
would be given to SC/ST and
weaker sections of the society
and, priorities would be given
to the States which have lower
LPG coverage. The applicant
should not have availed
similar beneﬁts in any other

Siliguri Pavilion at World Tea & Coffee Expo
Sagnik Chowdhury: The gateway to North-East India, Siliguri is
a fast growing economic centre, with nearby borders of three
countries viz. China, Bangladesh and Nepal. Companies having
tea gardens in the Dooars and Terai regions are primarily
headquartered in Siliguri with a number of Darjeeling tea garden
owners. There are over 450 Tea gardens in North Bengal, giving
direct employment to more than 3.5 lakh workers - more than half
being women.
The international trade show, World Tea & Coffee Expo
(WTCE), dedicated to the Tea & Coffee sectors
is scheduled from 20th to 22nd Oct 2016 at
Exhibition Centre, Mumbai. Companies from
Siliguri had no international platform to
showcase their unique products, until the World
Tea & Coffee Expo was launched in Mumbai in
2013.
W T C E is introducing an exclusive
gateway for Siliguri Tea companies to expand
their business, nationally and globally. Siliguri
has been growing in prominence in the Tea sector
over the last few years due to the high quality of
its produce as also the concentration of a large
number of companies. India is likely to witness
the launch of over 200 packet tea brands in the
next 18 months of which more than 50 are likely to be launched by
companies, headquartered in Siliguri. E-commerce tea portals are
another area where a number of Siliguri companies have taken the
lead in offering a variety of world class products to consumers
across the globe. This makes Siliguri a challenging trade centre
with unlimited potential.
WTCE has been undertaking the task of opening up the
national - and global - markets for Siliguri Tea companies,

enabling them to be on par with the leaders in this ﬁeld. Mitesh M
Kapadia, Director, Sentinel Exhibitions Asia Pvt Ltd, organiser of
WTCE said, “The basic vision of our show is to offer a national
and international platform, at a competitive price to Indian
companies - especially regional and small players - to expand their
footprint and grow their business. Participating in this exhibition
enables companies to cut down on costs related to sales, branding,
appointing distribution agents or for institutional sales”.
In addition to the display of tea and coffee brands and
products, WTCE is expecting to showcase
vending solutions, ingredients, machineries,
technologies and certiﬁcations from the entire
gamut of the hot beverage sector. Workshops and
a high level Conference make WTCE an ideal
networking ground for manufacturers,
producers, buyers, wholesalers, packagers,
distributors, brokers, warehouse owners and
suppliers. “Mumbai being the commercial
capital of India provides the perfect environment
for the hot beverage industry to meet face-toface and develop real business opportunities," he
added.
WTCE recently participated as exhibitor in
the 4th Tea Forum in Siliguri, organized by the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in association with
Federation of All India Tea Traders Association (FAITTA). The
show was attended by the HORECA sector, retailers,
wholesalers, importers, exporters, Chain stores, F&B managers,
spa managers, hotels, vendors, resorts, tea & coffee houses, spices
manufacturers and allied professionals.
WTCE is organized by Sentinel Exhibitions Asia Pvt Ltd
[SEA], a part of the Sentinel Media Group.

Government scheme and
should not already own an
LPG connection with anyone's
name in the household.
P M U Y will cover the
initial cost of `1,600 for
providing a connection, and
this cash assistance would be
provided by the Government
of India. Consumers can opt
Cooking stove and ﬁrst reﬁll in
E M I s however, State
Government, voluntary
organization or individual can

sponsor the same to the
beneﬁciaries, under the said
scheme.
“This cooking gas
connection will not only help
reduce cost for each family,
but will also help better the
health of women. The subsidy
transfer will take place in the
Jan Dhan account of the
family’s woman head,” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
at the launch of PMUY. Pix:
PIB
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An Act of Blasphemy, or
Parley of Half Truths

The Patriarch Is No More

Manyavar weds Mohey

By Shuvadeep Banerjee Chaudhuri

P

First War of Indian Independence,
known as various other names
began as a mutiny of sepoys of the
East India Company's army on May
10, 1857. This led to dissolution of
East India Company, replaced by
another nine decades of British
colonial rule, known as the British
Raj.
Labor Day
Sunday, May 1

TCVN: Prime Minister Narendra Modi paying his last respects to
veteran RSS leader and former president of Bharatiya Jan Sangh
Sh. Balraj Madhok, in New Delhi on May 02, 2016. Pix: PIB

Subhangi receives Dr. Hedgewar Pragya Samman

World Press Freedom Day
Tuesday, May 3
Pritilata Waddedar
Thursday, May 5
Rabindra Jayanti
Saturday, May 7
Parshuram Jayanti
Sunday May 8
Akshaya Tritiya
Maharana Pratap Jayanti
Monday, May 9
India's First War of
Independence
Tuesday, May 10
National Technology Day
Wednesday, May 11
Buddha Jayanti
Saturday, May 14

TCVN: Governor of Tripura Tathagat Roy presented noted
Marathi writer Subhangi Mukund Bhadbhade of Nagpur the 27th
Dr. Hedgewar Pragya Samman, a literary award instituted by Shree
Burrabazar Kumarsabha Pustakalaya. MP Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Dr. Krishna Gopal Sharma, Dr. Durga Vyas, Dr. Prem Shankar
Tripathi, Arun Mallawt, Jugal Kishor Jethia, Laxminarayan Vala,
Mahavir Bajaj, Mohanlal Parekh were also seen.

Jol Dan by City RSS Volunteers

Sukhdev Thapar Jayanti
Sunday, May 15
Ram Mohan Roy Jayanti
Sunday, May 22
Kazi Nazrul Islam Jaynati
Tuesday, May 24
Rash Behari Bose Jayanti
Wednesday, May 25

TCVN: ‘Jol Dan’ - a social service camp was organized by
Rastriya Swamseval Sangh (RSS), Dakshin Kolkata in front of the
Maa Kali Temple, Kalighat on Poila Boisakh for the pilgrims.

Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan is a
national
campaign
covering
development of
statutory
infrastructure:
household pit
latrines, sanitary
latrines, hand
pump,
drains, soakage
pits,
solid and liquid
waste
disposal.

Join the
intensive campaign,
lets generate
sanitary awareness
and educate
for a
healthy society

Citizens puts Indelible Ink

TCVN: Voters showing the mark of indelible ink after casting their
votes, at a polling booth, during the ﬁfth phase of West Bengal
Assembly Election, at Sonarpur (south), South 24 Pargana, West
Bengal on April 30, 2016. Pix: PIB

Plantation by City Volunteer

following a path of convoluted
distortions and perversions. It
is a deliberate move to
differentiate communities
within the domain of Hindu
Religion and faiths. Is it an
e a s y p r e y o f t h e
Conversionists under the
Project Joshua, to convert
them to a different faith?
Government of India has made
her laws and bye laws and
orders to protect the interests
of all sections of the weaker
c o m m u n i t y, a n d A s h u r a
C o m m u n i t y, h a s b e e n
protected under the act and
order passed in 1972. Present
Government in the Union,
have initiated the process of
implementation of schemes,
such as Skill India under
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojona, Stand Up India and
Mudra Yojona, through its
plan and its banking arm, to
make entrepreneurs from the
weaker sections and
communities, enabled to be
not only as good
entrepreneurs, but also stand
up as an employer.
Believers of Goddess Maa
Durga, worship her since ages
and it is one of the biggest
festival in the modern era. We
consider her as “Durgati
Nashini”, or alleviator of all
pains, agonies and harbingers
of all goodness. She acts with
v a l o u r, a n d d o m i n a n c e ,
through her good force,
Shakti. It has been scripted in
our holy verses. I express
deepest anguish, protest some
of the contents published in the
said newspaper.

T C V N : Manyavar, India's
foremost ethnic wear brand for
men recently launched Mohey, a
new showroom that celebrates
women's ethnic wear. Manyavar
know for its lavish wedding wear
besides its signature ethnic wear,
party wear and accessories for
men has now forayed into
women's couture with equal
pomp and splendor. The event
was conceptualized as a wedding
between the groom Manyavar
and his bride Mohey, saw
popular actors Mimi
Chakraborty and Parambrata
Chatterjee inaugurating the store
amidst much fanfare. Franchisee
and Showroom Owner Manoj
Agarwal and Joydeep Das,
G e n e r a l M a n a g e r, R e t a i l
Expansion were also seen. Pix:
Madanmohan Samanta

Palatable Fare from Punjab

TCVN: The traditional and even
modern food fares are caloriewise rich with liberal doses of
ghee and butter. Swarup Ghosh,
the General Manager of Casa
Hotel Fortuna, selected with the
utmost care to cover as much
variety as possible to observe the
rites of spring though ironically,
notwithstanding the present
grueling heat of Kolkata,
arranged a Baisakhi Food
Festival from 14- 24 April – a 11
days affair to offer the discerning
gourmet a culinary experience of
Punjabi food synthesizing the
By Shuvadeep Banerjee Chaudhuri
old with the new discoveries to
tickle
the palate with north
ndia is going through the Nature Gods are too high.
difﬁcult situation and India must not forget that there Indian fare. Pix: Madanmohan
facing hardships due to is a phenomena called “El Samanta
drought and “Waterlessness” Nino”, which conjectures with
Sweet Leilani
in last two months. Some areas culmination of water currents,
in States of Maharastra and both cold and hot and stopping TCVN: Maui Jim’s has unveiled
Uttar Pradesh are affected by the monsoon cloud to develop Sweet Leilani, the latest Cat Eye
drought adversely. Some and follow a particular tract, Frames. The new offering
Districts of Rajasthan and with its negative impact and presents a style statement, a
Punjab are also kept in the i n t e r v e n t i o n s o n g l o b a l contemporary twist to a classic
watch list, but last month’s temperature and rainfall. shaped frame, and is thus a
Government Report from the Relief operations were carried perfect eyewear for women who
Department of Agriculture and out by Indian Railways, in the love an eclectic mix of vintage
its allied Department of severely drought affected and new age styles. Sweet
Statistics has reported that areas. These factors and events Leilani is available in four
almost 25% of India has been increases our woes instead of different colors, including brown
affected by drought or drought alleviating it, but Wisdom says aquamarine and Maui Jim’s new
like situations, which is highly that, our locus of Control fashion ﬂash lens, Blue Hawaii,
informed I Rahumathullah, MD,
alarming. Our dependence on should be internal.
Contd. on Pg 4 Maui Jim India.
Monsoon and relieving it to

Current Drought Situation in India;
Measures to Intervene and Correct
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utting forth, half-truths
and blatantly exposing
one's own culture and
heritage and criticizing it, on
the basis of some dishonesty,
biasness and ill forged
statements will not be called as
“Statement Falsi” and pass the
litmus test of “Being a Non
Fascist” easily with ﬂying
colours. Is it not?
On Sunday 24th April, an
article was published in
“Ananda Bazar Patrika” in
their Exclusive Sunday Page
known as Robibashorio, by
Sh. Goutam Chakravarti, titled
as “Mohish Rajar Sandhane”.
The facts placed by the author
in this article is on the basis of
some quotes from the
literatures available, with the
Ashura tribe, which has been
given as an undue sanctity.
None, denies the fact, that
Ashura tribe is part of the
Hindu community and their
beliefs on Animism and
Animatism is well known to us
and is also considered as a part
of Hindu Culture. There are
instances of Gods and
Goddesses, having
relationships, with Asuras and
the followers of Hindu
Community, worship Asuras,
who are known for their good
deeds. Literature, as quoted,
by Sh. Chakravarty, states that
Goddess, Maa Durga,
Mahamaya, used her charlatan
tricks to seduce the Goliath,
king of Asuras, Mohisasur, and
killed him in an unholy way.
The slogans, which were
raised in JNU, got its due share
in the Ananda Bazar Patrika,

TCVN: India First members undergoing Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
followed by plantation at Dobson Road, Howrah on May 8, 2016.
The team has set up a target to plant minimum 50 more plants on the
next week program.
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Tiger Emotions a Painters Muse

There are hardly any
painters these days who would
care to give much thought to
the emotions and inner
feelings of a carnivore like the
tiger and, be inspired by this
predatory animal as their
muse. From past records, poetartist William Blake penned
one poem on the tiger - ‘Tyger
Tyger Burning Bright, In the
Forests of the Night, What
fearful hand or eye, Dare frame
thy fearful symmetry’’ coupled
with the Spanish painter
Salvador Dali who had
visualized a surreal work
keeping in mind the creature
wandering in the jungles of the
wild in the backdrop of his
canvas creation.
E a r l y, 2 0 t h C e n t u r y
French painter Hanri Rousseau
painted tigers and leopards in
their natural habitat not in
cages and circuses. But who
would have thought a whole
range of 100 paintings, on the
animal would turn out to be a
painter’s muse these troubled
times. Trouble no doubt, as the
tiger species is facing grave
danger of extinction from
poaching, felt Painter Samir
Kundu which triggered his
inspiration to execute 100
paintings of the endangered
species, out of which he
selected 45 canvases
showcased in oil, acrylic,

Chinese ink and mixed media
at a recently concluded solo
exhibition recently at the West
Gallery of the Academy of
Fine Arts, Kolkata.
Titled ‘Bagh Abeg’ (Tiger
Emotions) this solo exhibition
of 45 paintings in big and small
formats was inaugurated by
Ramananda Bandyopadhyay
in the presence of eminent art
critic and poet Mrinal Ghosh
on Friday April 1. Samir
Kundu, a graduate from the
Indian Art College and faculty
member of Roop Kala Kendra
had participated in 7 solo
exhibitions and 60 group
exhibitions and, his paintings
are collectors’ items in such
countries as Berlin, Danville,
U S A ,
F i n l a n d ,
Dhaka(Bangladesh) and
Colaba in Mumbai. He is also
presently occupied with art
direction and has worked in
such ﬁlms as Waris (Kaushik
Ganguly), KrantiKaal
(Shekhar Das), Docu-serial
Undying City (Aparna Sen),
Miti (Iqbal Doorani).
The novelty about his solo
exhibition ‘Bagh Abeg’ is that
he had given much thought to
the tiger as the central theme of
his many canvases while, most
other new millennium artists
have reﬂected only on human
ﬁgures, society and nature.
Quite a number of the
imaginative concepts
v i s u a l i z e d i n K u n d u ’s

canvases are the outcome of
his traversing the dense
jungles and forests of
Gorumara in North Bengal and
in the Bethla forest of
Daltunganj in Jharkand where
he spent 17 whole days and
nights at a stretch. Twenty of
his paintings are Chinese ink
studies that captured the
miscellaneous moods and
moments of tigers he had
observed in real life which
were more impressionistic
rather than realistic.
His application of colours
are somewhat muted except
some of his monochromatic
works in contrast is more
dramatic through the use of red
in the portrayal of a nude
woman seated back to back
with a tiger leaning against the
bark of a tree. A few derives its
inspiration from the inﬂuence
of William Blake with its
speed, momentum and rhythm
of the artist’s brush strokes.
Some of the distortions are
like comic caricatures in his
visual imageries in an attempt
to break form, is evident and
motivated towards showcasing
the negative emotions,
disparity of the human
condition with the predatory
animal being given a painterly
dimension in the many
canvases of the artist whose
uses the tiger as a metaphor for
his imagination to work over
time.

Bengali Film Sukhe
Theko Releases Soon

Tagore’s Controversial
Novel Filmed

Maiden Bengali Feature
Film Shot in Miami

TCVN: Based on the story,
screenplay, dialogue and
direction by Sadhan Kumar,
the Bengali feature ﬁlm Sukhe
Theko, has been completed
and is expected to be
commercially released by
July-August this year. With a
cast comprising of Supriya
Debi, Anuradha Roy, Debika
Mukherjee, Mousumi Saha,
S a t a b d i R o y, S o m a D e ,
Subhasish Mukherjee, Arun
Banerjee, Chinmoy Roy, Dulal
Lahiri, Kaushik Banerjee,
Manoj Mitra, Nimu Bhowmik,
Tapas Pal and others, the ﬁlm
has been produced by Sailen
Pictures.

TCVN: Rabindranath
Tagore's controversial novel
Char Adhyay was ﬁlmed and
premiered at Nandan 1 on
April 6.
The director Nitish
Mukherjee has made a brave
attempt in trans-creating the
novel to celluloid. Earlier,
other directors like Satyajit
Ray (Charulata, Teen Kanya),
Partha Pratime Chowdhury
(Subha O Debotar Grash),
Purendu Pattri (Streer Patra) ,
Rituparno Ghosh (Chokher
Bali) were also inspired by the
creative works of Tagore with
their own personal, separate
interpretations.

TCVN: Macneill Engineering
Ltd is producing a Bengali ﬁlm
titled Mi Amor (My Love in
Spanish) in collaboration with
the University of Miami,
School of Communication’s
Department of Cinema and
Interactive Media, Ghosal
Media and Entertainment,
LLC of Florida and Nexval,
Inc. of Florida.
The two pivotal characters
a r e P a r a m b r a t a
Chatterjee(Riju) and Raima
Sen(Sree) and their sagging
relationship shuttling between
physical and psychological
love occasionally pushing
them to the brink.

Anit Mukerjea
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Rainbow- Colours of Seven Sins

The Craze Venture: Asish Basak, Film-maker, ‘Hello Kolkata’ had recently come to Siliguri for
auditions of his fourth feature ﬁlm - Rainbow-Colours of Seven Sins (Ramdhenu-Saat-ranga
Paaper Kahon). He was one of the Guests of Honour of a beauty pageant ‘Star Icon’, organized by
Flamingice Events, held at Royal Sarovar Hotel, Siliguri. The event showcased local talents of
North Bengal of which the best performers will be the part of Hello Kolkata’s upcoming ﬁlm,
informed Devraj Das, ‘Star Icon’ spokesperson. Previous event winners Risha Roy and Gurjeet
Singh are already featuring in Hello Kolkata's ongoing ﬁlm. Film-maker Asish Basak said, “We
wish to explore the immense potential and latent talent of North Bengal, besides utilizing the
natural resources for location shooting. Hello Kolkata invites the city's event organizers to
organize more such auditions.”
Mr. Basak informed, “Rainbow-Colours of Seven Sins is based on seven short stories - the
seven sins which we may commit.” The ﬁlm has seven songs, to ﬁt in the sequences, for which a
Talent Hunt, ‘Voice of Bengal’ has already been launched by 'Hello Kolkata'.

HK Band Utsav

TCVN: Hello Kolkata Band
Utsav was held on April 29,
2016. Six bands performed in
this program, supported by
Blackstar Events: Memories,
Untitled, Ultimate Bassment,
Onno Rock Om, Attmojo and
Shrap.
Attmojo's Baul songs were
wonderfully presented by
Sandip, Arnab, Pom, Guddu and
Rajat. With a bevy of sound
engineers and dedicated coworkers, including Bipash (the
Manager), the on-stage Shrap
members raised the pitch to a
crescendo with heavy metal
impact.
Lead singer Saptak Dey and
his Band-mates Dipanjan,
Sayan and Rudra belted
enormous frenzy, unleashing
hysteria amongst the rocking
audience.
The cultural evening also
witnessed felicitation of
achievers like Yoga expert
Chandan Das, singers Pranati
Saha and Prof. Dr. Arunima
Datta, poet Sreelekha
Chatterjee, scientist Dr. Arup
Mitra, social workers Tarun
Pramanick, Sadek Hossain,
Tapas Chatterjee and Amar
Chand Kundu, authors
Munnakrisna Debroy, Shibani
Sinha and Sandhya Dhara.

Choto Chutki
on the Floors
TCVN: Choto Chutki, already
on the ﬂoors and is in the
process of being completed.
With story by Shivaji Bose, the
ﬁlm is directed and produced by
Raj Sekhar Bose. The casting
ropes in Priyanka Sen, Hiyaa,
Mamta, Sivaji Bose, Vaskar
Sanyal, Ditiya Mukherjee,
Kakoli. Supriya Sinha, Saptom
ita, Sandip Roy Chowdhury and
Alok. Purpotedly a children's
ﬁlm, the camera being cranked
by Nirmal Bose, Samer Dey,
Ujjal Bhattacharya.

Sanskritik Sandhya

TCVN: Famous scientist Dr.
Arup Mitra had delivered a
lecture on ‘Impact of
Spiritualism’ on 12th April at
the heritage Sarat Basbhawan.
Human Right activist Qazi
Sadek Hossain, ﬁlm-maker
Asish Basak, singers Prof.
Arunima Datta and Pranati Saha
and socialite Debkanya Sen
were also present during ‘Hello
Kolkata Sanskritik Sandhya’.
Singers Durga Paul, Ujjal
Roychowdhury, Sanjita Nandan
and Dipa Das, poet Papri Das
and Sandhya Dhara and Yoga
Guru Chandan Das had
unveiled a novel by author
Munnakrishna Debroy - ‘Lal
Surya Green Signal’, published
by ‘Hello Kolkata’.

Film Director Embroiled
in Controversy
TCVN: Young ﬁlm director
Somnath Gupta whose Bengali
ﬁlm ‘O… Kay? At Night in the
Forest’ which had already been
released commercially last year
is embroiled in a controversy
and a court case is still in
progress. According to the
Director, the cast members of
the ﬁlm Rohit Tewari and Piyali
De requested the director and
borrowed the DVD of the ﬁlm
for 3 days, for personal reasons
and surreptitiously patented the
censor copy of the DVD, edited
certain portions of the ﬁlm and
submitted the same to various
producers. The duo reported to
doing business for their own
personal proﬁt without the
consent of the director. Director
Somnath Gupta heeding their
pleas consented. The Director,
in his recent press meet appeals
to the media to come to his
rescue.
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Art of Giving

Current Drought Situation in India; Measures to Intervene and Correct
From Pg. 2
90 Lac farmers in Maharastra are worst affected and badly
hit. Maharastra reports the highest number of farmer Suicides.
In the State of Maharastra, there are 1.37 Cr farmers and
drought is prevailing in major areas of Marthwada and
Vidharbha Areas. It has been ofﬁcially declared that 60% of its
villages are facing drought like conditions, which comes to
almost 23,811 villages out of almost 39,453 villages. Report
suggests that the crop yield in the last year was below 50%.
And, in the current year till date less than 60% of the villages,
have reported less than 50% of achievement of Standard Crop
yield per hectare. 98.6 lac hectares out of 144.3 lac hectares,
under Kharif Crop Cultivation are affected. On this context it
shall be noted that on the 70th Year after Independence, India is
still dependent on monsoon for cultivation and only 35% of the
country’s cultivated land is irrigated.
The Ministry of Finance in the Union Government in its
Economic Survey in the year 2015-16, has submitted a report in
which it states that only states like Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Tamil
Nadu and Haryana have only between 40% to 50% of their net
cultivated land as irrigated and rest of States in the Union of
India have only 30% of its cultivated land as irrigated land and
below, with Assam’s net irrigated land as low as 5%, with
phenomena of ﬂash ﬂoods causing havoc rues this State the
most . The National Average of irrigated land stands at dismal
35%. The yield of Rice as per standard ﬁxed in States of UP,
Punjab and Tamil Nadu is above 50% only.
India have severe famines in the late 50s and in 1965 India
experienced the worst hit famine and, India had to depend on
USA for wheat imports under PL 480. We witnessed the green
revolution, in 70s and 80s with yeomen contributions from
great scientist like Dr. M S Swaminathan from India and Dr.
Norman Borlaug from USA. In addition to cultivation of high
yielding variety seeds, increment in soil fertility through
optimization of usage of fertilizers and manures, India
witnessed a major leap in irrigation system through
construction of Indira Gandhi Canal connecting states of
Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan, which terminates in Thar
Dessert. It was mentioned during the implementation of First
Green Revolution, that this intervention is topical, and much
more needed to be done, with soil fertility and sustainability
and bringing the entire arable land mass under irrigation,
including irrigated land.
Post 1980s, none of the Governments in the Union,
bothered to take a “Giant Leap” forward for the people of India,
barring bringing of some land under irrigation under some
Integrated Irrigation Projects. Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, when
he became the Prime Minister of India, for a full term in 1998,
stated that India, will face war internally, if upcoming and
foreseen water crisis is not managed. He not only stressed on
the situations of drought alleviations, but also talked about the
crisis of water in the overall context, both in the Urban and
Rural, which has seen massive depletion of water bed
internally in the Soil Strata.
The latest India Development Report has stated that 40% of
the Population do not get water directly accessed to them. They
depend mainly on “Natural” Water bodies and other indirect
means for water. Lack of Irrigation facilities, lack of proper
water supply and sanitation facilities along with improper and
adhoc planning are going to recall for an internal disturbance
within the country, if not responded quickly. Vajpayeeji, talked
about interlinking of rivers in India and construction of canals
in the drought, maximum rain fed, unirrigated areas, which are
also going to connect urban and Industrial Areas and Zones. It
would also create an alternative form of transportation through
River and Canal Ways. He also stressed on rain water
harvesting and water storage. Interlinking of Rivers, were
thought about marginally, way back in 1975, but was shelved
off to racks until 1998.

S

ushmita Bose, Practitioner of
Alternative Healing and Reiki Master
and Aroma Therapist shares beneﬁts
of yoga in daily life.
When a person is in need of
something, be it in need of love, respect,
prosperity or healing the ﬁrst thing to do is
to give others exactly what you want in life. In order to get love,
give or send love to others unconditionally, when you want
respect give and show respect to others. When a person is sick
and wants to recover fast, the best thing to do is pray for others,
send healing vibration to others. If you do not know any sick
person then you can send healing vibration to hospitals.
Basically this is how the universal law works. So, in order to
receive anything in life one must ﬁrst learn the art of giving.

First NDA Government in the Union in 1998 introduced Roads
and Infrastructure Development along with this River Interlinking
Projects. It introduced Golden Quadrilateral and improvement of
other major arterial roads under National Highway Authority and
other State Highways under State Highway Authorities and Public
Works Departments and other Civic Bodies. The Second term of
NDA, in 2014, under the leadership of Sh. Narendra Modi, stressed
upon the construction of Roads, connecting not only the villages, but
also to develop roads within the villages under “Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojona”. This is in addition to the “Pradhan Mantri
Sichai Yojona” (Pradhan Mantri Irrigation Development Scheme)
and Agro Productivity Mission, along with Soil Health Card scheme,
with forecasting of weather and climate situations, at the hands of the
farmer. This holistic effort also focuses on rain water storage and
harvesting along with recycling and reusing of used water along with
sustainable water consumption. This reusable water is one of the key
implant to irrigate the unirrigated cultivated land mass, nearing any
urban area. This is in addition to “Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” to
eradicate open defaecation and improve the accessibility to safe and
healthy sanitation.
But, the optimum answer will follow from the efforts on the
interlinking of rivers, with desilting process in full force, linking it
with canals on the rain fed and catchment areas with setting up of an
authority, to invoke and manage it subsequently. The project was ﬁrst
conceived in mid 70s after the British Era, when one Engineer, Arthur
Cotton thought the same in the 19th century. Project phase was ﬁrst
managed by National Water Development Agency to study the entire
concept and its feasibility in the year 2002. It was studied along with
the ﬂood prone areas and the drought prone areas along with statistics
available with the forecasting of rainfall availability for the coming Shalini Rai: Subal Das Foundation aids equal opportunity to the
10 to 15 years. The River destination and its change of course which individuals with disabilities. Secretary Chandan Das informed,
could have been culminated was studied in the scope of the project.
"An institute with specially-abled children or a class of individuals
with disabilities needs the necessary beneﬁts or services that
The objective was three pronged.
provide equal opportunity to the specially-abled children."
 First was to balance the entire water mass, from ﬂood prone areas
to water starved and drought areas.
 Second was to evaluate feasibility of water transportation within
the country, which is not only going to be cost effective, but also Rajendra Dubey: The Indian forging industry has emerged as a
release less hydrocarbon, thus reducing the basis for lowering the major contributor to the manufacturing sector of the Indian
Economy, estimated at more than USD 3 billion currently, and
carbon footprint globally.
 Third was to provide water, distributed with all evenness for approx. 20-25% of the size of the forging industry is attributed to
exports.
domestic and industrial purposes.
K Baskaran, Managing Director, Canbank Venture Capital
Result came out for favourable links, in the Himalayan Region, Fund Ltd. (CVCFL) said, “The Company envisages good business
Mid Central Region and in the Peninsular Region in the South. 16 potential in widening its product and customer base by undertaking
links were proposed covering the length and breadth of South and modernization-cum-technology upgradation and expansion at its
West India, including rivers like Cauvery, Krishna, Godavari, existing plants. The proposed capex will help the company in
Mahanadi, Narmada, Pennar and Tapti. Ganga and Yamuna linkages meeting the demands of its existing customers for the Machined
were proposed in the Sub Himalayan regions and Doab Region, area Components. This will enhance the value addition of HIM's
in between the River Ganga and Yamuna, considered to be the most operations.” Rajiv Aggarwal, Executive Director, HIM added,
fertile region in the world, with the mid central region covering tracts “HIM is able to offer competitive prices due to its presence in
of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, along with Bihar and excise-free zone at Baddi (HP) and proximity to major
Jharkhand. The Brahmaputra River and its Valley was under the plan, manufacturers of Tractors and commercial vehicles who constitute
was supposed to be connected with the Gangetic plain and its lower about 75% of the company's business”.
HIM caters to major OEM Clients which includes Mahindra &
catchment and rain fed areas extended till the State of Odisha. The
Punjab Rivers, were planned to be extended to Rajasthan and adjoin Mahindra Ltd, Escorts Ltd, International Tractors, Preet Agro,
areas of Haryana and Delhi NCR along with the Yamuna tract. AVTEC, Indo Farm Industries and others in Agricultural sector
Certain links were made in the State of Madhya Pradesh, with River and Ashok Leyland, SML-Isuzu, Bharat Gears, VE Commercials,
Ganga as the feeding river with Gambhir, Kalisindh and Parwati, with Oerlikon Group, in Automotive Sector besides Indian Railways
inceptions in 2009. This will connect the entire Malwa, region in and Defense.
Madhya Pradesh, considered one of the backward region in India.
Similar interludes were made in Krishna and Cauvery Region
covering certain areas of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. These are
piecemeal efforts to combat such draconian problems like Drought, Anit Mukerjea: On April 27, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd, India's
Over Dependence on Monsoon and Waterlessness. Answer should lie leading SUV manufacturer recently announced the launch of
with comprehensive solution through, interlinking of Rivers, Storage Mahindra QWIK Workshop, a unique service initiative in Kolkata.
of Water, through canal feed and rain water harvesting with This innovative customer care initiative would enable owners of
sustainable usage and formulating comprehensive plans for Mahindra's personal range of vehicles to reduce waiting time at
recycling of used water and feasible desalination of the Sea water in service centres. The company has inaugurated 34 such facilities
the peninsular regions.
across the country and this being the ﬁrst in Kolkata
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